
The Civil Protection Department  



The Civil Protection Act was enacted under Chapter 411 of 
the Laws of Malta in 1999.  The main functions of the Civil 
Protection Department are; 

 •     to prepare contingency plans to respond to a disaster as well as to natural, 
industrial and other emergencies that may occur 
•     to organise and co-ordinate training facilities and courses for personnel that 
may be required in a national or regional disaster or in an emergency as 
aforesaid; 
•     to establish the infrastructural set-up required to ensure co-ordination 
between the various departments of Government, local councils and non-
governmental organisations which can be called upon to respond in a national 
or regional disaster or in an emergency as aforesaid; 
 



The Civil Protection Act was enacted under Chapter 411 of 
the Laws of Malta in 1999.  The main functions of the Civil 
Protection Department are; 

 •     to carry out vulnerability and risk assessment studies; 
•     to promote public awareness of civil protection issues; 
•     to maintain an assistance and rescue force; 
•     to prepare regulations under this Act and under the Emergency Powers Act 
that may be required to respond to a national or regional disaster or an 
emergency as aforesaid; and 
•     in general to perform such other functions in connection with civil 
protection as the Minister may from time to time assign to it. 
 



Furthermore the Civil Protection Act empowers the highest 
ranking officer present in an emergency to; 

 

•      to order the immediate requisition of any movable or immovable thing, 
which is indispensably necessary in his judgement for any operation; 
•      to order the evacuation from any premises of persons and to debar any 
person from entering on any such premises; 
•      to enter any premises, including a private residence, at any time without 
the need of a warrant from any higher authority; 
•      to cause damage to private property where this is indispensably necessary 
to avoid any threat to the life of others, or the spreading of the effects of any 
event. 
 



The following is a breakdown of Civil Emergencies 
that the Civil Protection responded to during its 17 
years of operations. 
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History of the Fire Brigade 
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Fire Stations 
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Civil Protection Department duties 

•     conduct training for government departments in general 
•     conduct awareness sessions for the general public as requested 
•      CPD is the main point of contact with the EU Civil Protection 
mechanism 
•      maintain National Contingency Plans as well as external 
emergency plans of all Seveso sites and major CI sites. 
•     provide consultancy to the planning authority on fire safety 
matters. 
•     educate the general public on CP matters and provide crisis 
communications in times of national emergencies. 
•      maintain a Volunteer force as well as liaise with Local NGO’s 
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